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convened for March 12, to pass upon the ratification of
the Brest Peace. No methods would be spared by the Left
Communists and the Social Eevolutionaries of the Left
to secure the rejection of the peace terms. They might
even succeed in doing so, and with a certain weariness
Lenin prepared to join battle a last time for the treaty
which in his heart he loathed.

The first step was to complete the arrangements, which
had been originated by Kerensky, for the removal of the
capital from Petrograd to Moscow. This presented some
little difficulty. When first mooted by the Provisional
Government the plan had been savagely attacked by the
Bolsheviks in the Petrograd Soviet, who had declared in no
uncertain terms that the proposal was actuated by bourgeois
cowardice. Trotsky had been particularly caustic. Now,
however, the Bolsheviks had forsaken the pleasant ways
of opposition for the bitter fruits of government, and they
were to find how unpalatable a diet their own words could
make. In point of fact, however, the case for transferring
the seat of government was now much stronger than when
Kerensky had first proposed it. Petrograd lay an easy prey
to the German armies and the White Guards of Finland.
Enemy planes had dropped bombs on the city, and could
do so again. The Allied diplomatic missions evacuated it
on February 27 to meet after varied adventures at Vologda,
where they led an uncomfortable existence in a special
train. Yet there was a sentimental objection to abandoning
Petrograd, which had seen the birth of the Revolution and
where Smolny had become the symbol of the Soviet Power.

With his usual realism, Lenin faced the situation
squarely and arrived at his decision in accordance with
the facts. " Can you cover the question of the fate of the
Eevolution with that kind of sentimental stupidity ? "
he asked. " If the Germans at a single bound take
possession of Petrograd with us in it, the Revolution is
lost. If on the other hand the Government is at Moscow,